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2019 Florida Legislative Delegation Priorities
Policies:
Establish cyanobacteria standards and protocols
	Create clear agency responsibility and protocols for posting of beaches, boat ramps and parks
	Public health depends on public notification and toxin testing.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Establish toxin testing for water, air and sand
Focus efforts in stopping pollution at its source:
Update and strengthen stormwater standards for urban and agricultural lands.  Eliminate agricultural “presumption of compliance” 
Reestablish statewide septic inspection and maintenance program
Eliminate land application of septic tank and sewage plant “bio-solids”
Strengthen statewide fertilizer regulations and enforcement.  Summer black out, setbacks, point of sale restrictions during the summer black out  
Establish advanced wastewater treatment to reduce nutrients in reuse/gray water used for irrigation
Stop wastewater treatment plant discharges into public waters
Ban all forms of fracking in Florida

Projects:
Start construction of EAA Reservoir in 2019 with a goal to complete it in four years.
Commence design of a water quality treatment STA for the C43 reservoir to coincide with finishing construction of the reservoir.
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Blue Green Algae
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Freshwater cyanobacteria (aka blue green algae)
looks like neon green paint on the surface and
clumps in the water column. The current bloom
extends from Lake Okeechobee through the
Caloosahatchee and estuary reaching the
coastal back bays and Gulf beaches,

This algae can tum very potent toxins on and off.
Toxins can persist in the water and sand even
after the visible signs of a bloom are gone. The
current bloom began in Lake Okeechobee in
June 2018. Cyancbacteria blooms are a sign of

Water Quality Response

Nutrients are Feeding Two Different Harmful Blooms
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Red tide is caused by a marine (saltwater) A Redact
‘microscopic dinoflagellate that tums water a
reddish color. It blooms offshore and moves

Protect
onshore feeding on nutrients in the water. The
Gulf coast has been experiencing an
extraordinary event since October 2017. GptimizelPDE
Toxins released by this organism kill marine life,
make shelffish poisonous to eat and cause eye Fill & Sign

and throat iitation. Although blooms have been
documented through history in local waters, the
magnitude and frequency of blooms are not
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