
Town of Fort Myers Beach 

State Fiscal Year 2020‐2021 

Legislative Priorities Funding Request 
 
Purpose and Benefits 

The  Town  of  Fort  Myers  Beach  respectfully  requests  the  consideration  and  support  of  the 

Legislative  Delegation  for  critical  infrastructure  needs.  The  benefits  related  to  the  proposed 

improvements include environmental preservation and protection, contaminant reduction, flood 

control, disaster mitigation, and improved drinking water quality and supply. 

Project Information 

Estero Boulevard is the only thoroughfare connecting Fort Myers Beach to the Lee County mainland 

and is the sole evacuation route for hurricanes. For several years, the Town of Fort Myers Beach 

has  been  collaborating  with  Lee  County  on  the  Estero  Boulevard  infrastructure  renewal  and 

replacement  project  which  consists  of  new  water  lines,  waste  water  lines,  storm  water 

transmission and treatment, roadway  improvements and streetscape. The Town has committed 

over $60 million for these improvements which include providing up to 19 joint outfalls to allow 

storm water from Estero Boulevard to be properly treated prior to being conveyed to Estero Bay 

for discharge. The projects directly support the Goals and Objectives identified in the Estero Bay 

Aquatic Preserve Management Plan. The State grant funding would be used to support completion 

of these essential projects. 

 



Funding Request 

The following list represents the Town of Fort Myers Beach’s priorities and specific project requests 

for the State of Florida Fiscal Year 2020‐2021: 

Stormwater Outfall Improvements ‐ $500,000 

Funds  would  be  used  for  design  and  construction  of  new  outfalls  and  stormwater  Best 

Management Practices (BMPs) to treat stormwater runoff. 

Estero Boulevard Water Improvements ‐ $500,000 

Funds would be used for design and construction for the replacement of water mains, lines, and 

associated appurtenances necessary to provide adequate and safe drinking water. 

Total FY 2019‐2020 Funding Request: $1,000,000 

The Town sincerely appreciates the Legislative Delegation’s time and consideration of this critical 

investment of state  funds  to support  the Town’s efforts  in protecting  regional and state water 

resources. The Town  is currently spending nearly $60 million on the overall projects and would 

appreciate the opportunity to mitigate the financial impacts to our citizens through the legislative 

funding request process. 
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The Town of Fort Myers Beach has been working alongside Lee County for several years in conjunction with the streetscape and stormwater management 
upgrades along Estero Boulevard. The Town has committed to providing up to 19 joint outfalls to allow water from Estero Boulevard to be properly 
conveyed to Estero Bay for discharge. Estero Boulevard is the main thoroughfare on the island and the only evacuation route for events such as hurricanes. 
The funds would be used in support of this project



TOTAL REQUESTED

Design, permitting, and construction. 500,000

500,000



Local Government (e.g. police, fire or local government buildings, local roads, etc.)



A facilities plan public hearing was conducted by the Fort Myers Beach Town Council on August 24,2016, where Resolution 16-24 was adopted with the support 
of the community.

The Town of Fort Myers Beach Stormwater Facilities Plan was completed by Tetra Tech as requested by the Town of Fort Myers Beach. 
The study details the need for critical infrastructure in order to meet the Town's level of service goals, environmental preservation and protection, contaminant 
reduction flood control and disaster mitigation



Click to Select



✔ Reduce suspended solid loading to 
the Estero Bay.

BMPs are designed to capture debris 
and suspended solids in runoff before 
being discharged. The BMPs will be 
cleaned, removing these potential 
contaminants meas red b the SFWMD

✔ Reduce flooding and improve water 
quality.

Instances of flooding will decrease 
and BMPs will capture pollutants, measured by 
the SFWMD.

✔ Improves flooding along the Town's 
main evacuation route.

Flooding levels will decrease to the 
Town's Level of Service Goals.





✔ Improve water quality of discharged stormwater and 
decrease of flooding.

Storm water system will handle 
stormwater runoff to reduce flooding 
and capture pollutants. Monitoring of water 
quality will be conducted by the SFWMD.



Total

0

8,861,190

750,000

0

1-3M

>=5 years

ongoing activity - no total cost



The Town's Stormwater User Fees

Other

TMDL Grant, SRF loan

Local Plan: The Town of Fort Myers Beach Stormwater Facilities Plan was completed by Tetra Tech as requested by the Town of Fort Myers Beach. 
The recommended plan can be found on page 64.

N/A

Ready



100

04/20/2018

Ready

60

12/31/2019

South Florida Water Management District Environmental Resource Permit, Army Corps of Engineers Permit, NPDES permit as required by the Clean Water Act

Planned

Ready



75

12/31/2023



Town of Fort Myers Beach Stormwater Improvements

Senator Lizbeth Benacquisto

08/30/2019

The Town of Fort Myers Beach has been working alongside Lee County for several years in conjunction with 
the streetscape and stormwater management upgrades along Estero Boulevard. The Town has committed to 
providing up to 19 joint outfalls to allow water from Estero Boulevard to be properly conveyed to Estero Bay for 
discharge. Estero Boulevard is the main thoroughfare on the island and the only evacuation route for events 
such as hurricanes. The funds would be used in support of this project.

Department of Environmental Protection

500,000

500,000

500,000 4.9

0 0.0
8,861,190 87.6

750,000 7.4
0 0.0

10,111,190 100.0

2019-20 0 500,000 1657A No

500,000
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Engineering, design, permitting, 
and construction.

500,000

500,000
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The purpose of the project is to complete the design and construction of new outfalls and storm water 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) to treat stormwater runoff. The goals to be achieved by these 
improvements are environmental preservation and protection, contaminant reduction, flood control, 
disaster mitigation.

Design and construction of stormwater inlets and pipes, installation of treatment devices, and 
installation of backflow prevention devices. 

Fulfilling critical infrastructure needs to improve stormwater management for the citizens of 
Fort Myers Beach.

The proposed improvements are intended to benefit the 7,077 residents of Fort Myers Beach. 
Additionally, a significant tourist population will be served by these system improvements.

The expected benefits are increased environmental preservation and protection, contaminant reduction, 
flood control (including nuisance flooding), tidal backflow prevention and disaster mitigation. These 
elements will be measured by the appropriate permitting agencies such as the South Florida Water 
Management District and by the Town of Fort Myers Beach continuing to monitor flooding levels and to 
confirm the increased level of service of the system.

N/A
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✔

✔

✔

TMDL Grant

Ongoing

The construction completion is approximately 50%.

12/31/2023
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Town of Fort Myers Beach Estero Boulevard Water Improvements 
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The purpose of the project is to complete design and construction for the replacement of water mains, lines, and associated appurtenances. The goals to be achieved by 
these improvements are adequate and safe drinking water for the residents of Fort Myers Beach.  

0

0

0

0



TOTAL REQUESTED

0

0

0

Design and construction for the replacement of water mains, 
lines, and associated appurtenances necessary to provide 
adequate and safe drinking water.

500,000

500,000



Local Government (e.g. police, fire or local government buildings, local roads, etc.)



A facilities plan public hearing was conducted by the Fort Myers Beach Town Council on June 15,2015, where Resolution 15-3 was adopted with the support of 
the community.

The Town of Fort Myers Beach Water Facilities Plan was completed by Tetra Tech as requested by the Town of Fort Myers Beach. 
The study details the need for critical infrastructure that will improve drinking water quality and supply to the community.



Click to Select



✔ Design and construction for the replacement of water 
mains, lines, and associated appurtenances.

Improve water quality and provide adequate 
fireflow to protect the public. These elements 
will be measured by the appropriate permitting 
agencies and by the Town of Fort Myers Beach.





✔ Design and construction for new water mains, lines, 
and associated appurtenances. 

Being able to meet and/or exceed any 
regulatory or permitting requirements. These 
elements will be measured by the appropriate 
permitting agencies and by the Town of Fort 
M ers Beach



Total

0

16,648,027

500,000

0

1-3M

>=5 years

ongoing activity - no total cost



Net Revenues of the Town's Water System

Drinking Water Revolving Loan

The Town of Fort Myers Beach Water Facilities Plan was completed by Tetra Tech as requested by the Town of Fort Myers Beach. 
The selected plan can be found on page 17.

N/A

Ready



100

06/15/2015

Ready

85

12/31/2020

South Florida Water Management District Environmental Resource Permit, FDEP permits 

Planned

Ready



70

12/31/2025



Town of Fort Myers Beach Water Improvements

Senator Lizbeth Benacquisto

08/30/2019

Town of Fort Myers Beach Estero Boulevard Water Improvements Project encompasses the design and 
construction for the replacement of water mains, lines, and associated appurtenances, resulting in an 
adequate and safe drinking water supply for the Town of Fort Myers Beach.

Department of Environmental Protection

500,000

500,000

500,000 2.8

0 0.0
16,648,027 94.3

500,000 2.8
0 0.0

17,648,027 100.0

500,000
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Engineering, design, permitting, 
and construction.

500,000

500,000
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The purpose of the project is to complete the design and construction for the replacement of 
water mains, lines, and associated appurtenances. The goals to be achieved by these 
improvements are adequate and safe drinking water.

Design and construction for the replacement of water mains, lines, and associated 
appurtenances necessary to provide adequate and safe drinking water.

Fulfilling critical infrastructure needs and meeting and/or exceeding water quality and supply 
standards for the citizens of Fort Myers Beach.

The proposed improvements are intended to benefit the 7,077 residents of Fort Myers Beach. 
Additionally, a significant tourist population is served by the system.

The expected benefits are improved drinking water quality and a reliable supply as well as 
attaining the required fireflows and pressure. These elements will be measured by the 
appropriate permitting agencies and by the Town of Fort Myers Beach.

N/A
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✔

✔

Ongoing

The construction completion is approximately 45%.

12/31/2025
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