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FNA Position Paper 2015

Glosing the Florida Goverage Gap
As part of the Affordable Care Act, federal money is available for states to provide Medicaid healthcare coverage to
uninsured individuals who make up to 138 percent of the federal poverty level ($'15,400 for individuals and up to
$26,300 for a family of three, based on 2012 figures). So far, 27 states have opted to accept this federal funding and
provide coverage to this newly eligible group of individuals. Florida is not among those states.

Furthermore, Florida currently provides no Medicaid coverage to childless adults and covers only those families with
incomes at or below 20% of the federal poverty level
for a family of three. lf Florida were to make Medicaid
- $3,813
eligible to those making up to 138 percent of the federal
poverty level, as many as 800,000 people would become
newly eligible for Medicaid. They are working families, veterans, students, the elderly in nursing homes and others.
The federal government will pay the full costs of adding these individuals to the Medicaid program ($51 billion over 10
years) but will phase down its share to g0% by 2020. However, cost savings can be achieved in several areas,

including

a

Crop

in uncompensated care provided by hospitals to uninsured patients and the etimination of

complicated and costly Medically Needy (share of cost) program.

the

Also, recent estimates indicate that 65,000 jobs would be created in Florida in the first six years by making Medicaid
health plans available to more residents.
Because Florida has not accepted federal money to extend healthcare coverage to these individuals, they are caught
in the Florida Coverage Gap. These people make too much money to qualify for Medicaid but not enough to qualify for
subsidies to help pay their premiums for health plans purchased through the federal online marketplace.

The Florida Nurses Association (FNA) urges the Florida Legislature to accept federal dollars to make
healthcare coverage available to as many as 800,000 uninsured residents who are caught in the Florida
Coverage Gap.
Kev points:

.

Florida led the nation

in new enrollees who

purchased health plans through the online marketplace,

demonstrating the true desire of Floridians to take control of their health care by providing insurance coverage
for themselves and their families.

.
.

Florida has the fourth highest rate of uninsured residents in the nation and a large rural population.

Newly eligible Medicaid consumers will be more likely to get primary care services that can prevent more
costly and complex health conditions. They deserve the ability to obtain healthcare services.

.

The majority of newly Medicaid-eligible Florida adults are employed. They include workers in the areas such as
retail, food preparation, tourism/hospitality and other service industries.

.

Registered nurses in Florida are poised to meet the increased demand of primary care services. Furthermore,
the ACA recognizes advanced practice nurses (ARNPs) as a valuable provider of primary care services, as
well as a potential leader in new integrated care systems.

