CHARLOTTE HARBOR NATIONAL ESTUARY PROGRAM
1926 Victoria Avenue, Fort Myers, Florida 33901
239/338-2556, Fax 239/338-2560, www.chnep.org

October 8, 2013
Jeffrey L. Pearson
Utilities Director, City of Cape Coral
RE:

Cities of Cape Coral Fort Myers Shared Reclaimed Water Main

Dear Mr. Pearson:
The Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program (CHNEP) supports the City of Cape Coral – City of Fort
Myers Reclaimed Water Main project. This project will connect the City of Ft. Myers wastewater treatment
facility to the City of Cape Coral’s Everest Water Reclamation Facility in order to transmit up to 24 million
gallons a day of reclaimed water from Fort Myers to Cape Coral. The project will eliminate the City of Fort
Myers need for its NPDES permit, will increase the availability of reclaimed water for irrigation purposes in
Cape Coral saving home owners considerable expense, and will decrease the load of nutrient being
discharged to the Caloosahatchee River.
The CHNEP is a partnership program, created by Section 320 of the Clean Water Act, to protect and
preserve the Charlotte Harbor estuary, recognized as an estuary of national significance and one of the most
productive estuaries in Florida. Long term management, preservation and restoration activities within the
CHNEP are guided by our Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP) 2008, developed
and implemented by our partners. The CCMP lists four priority problems, accompanied by more specific
quantifiable objectives and priority actions relating to improving water quality, hydrology, fish and wildlife
habitat, and stewardship throughout the Charlotte Harbor watershed.
The CHNEP is committed to highlighting this project on our website www.chnep.org, on the Charlotte
Harbor Water Atlas and in our quarterly newsletter Harbor Happenings.
This project implements the CHNEP’s CCMP; specifically the project will implement the following Priority
Actions:
WQ-1: Maintain or improve water quality from year 2000 levels
WQ-E: Implement projects to restore or protect water quality to offset anthropogenic impacts.
SG-J: Identify and showcase accomplishments and excellent examples.
Funding the Cities Shared Reclaimed Water Main project will benefit the two municipalities through cost
savings and will improve the water quality of the Caloosahatchee River, and Charlotte Harbor estuary and
will have a positive impact on the downstream communities of Fort Myers Beach, Sanibel and Bonita
Springs. Please contact me at lbeever@swfrpc.org if I can provide any additional information.
Sincerely,

Lisa Beever, AICP, PhD
Director

