
City of Cape Coral 

STATE 
LEGISLATIVE 
INITIATIVES 



ABOUT CAPE CORAL: The City of Cape Coral is situated on the Gulf 
Coast of Southwest Florida. With a population of 170,000, it is the largest 
city between Tampa and Miami and the 1 oth largest city in Florida. Its area 
of more than 120 square miles makes Cape Coral the 3rd largest Florida 
city by land mass. Designed and developed as a "waterfront wonderland, " 
Cape Coral is home to more than 400 miles of waterways and 27 miles of 
shoreline. 

INTRODUCTION: The City's state legislative platform summarizes the 
City's legislative priorities and is consistent with the City's long-term 
strategic vision which focuses on our commitment to the residents we 
serve. The purpose of the platform is to set forth the City's legislative 
objectives and provide direction for our advocates as they work to secure 
support and resources for our community. Advocacy efforts are made to 
ensure the City's fiscal , operational , and quality of life interests are 
represented on behalf of the citizens of Cape Coral. 
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

Protect Local Control 

Support measures that protect the rights of Florida citizens to govern 
themselves under the municipal Home Rule powers conferred by the Florida 
Constitution, including measures that preserves the City's local authority as 
a charter city to enact policy pertaining to local affairs and opposition to 
measures that seek to preempt local control without concurrence of the City. 

Preserve and Maintain Fiscal Responsibility 
Support measures that preserve and maintain the City's fiscal stability, 
predictability and financial independence. These measures include: 

• Efforts that preserves the City's ability to provide core services 
and deliver programs that foster a safe community, and 

• Efforts that allow investment in community infrastructure to 
enhance the city's ability to meet the needs of its current and 
future residents and businesses, and 

• Efforts that promote efficient and cost-effective solutions to 
protect and conserve natural resources, and promotes 
environmental awareness and sustainability. 

Support Funding Opportunities 
Support measures that allow the City to compete for its fair share of 
regional , state and federal funding . Support initiatives that promote 
dedicated funding streams to cities for critical service areas. 

Collaborate with Regional Partners 
Support opportunities to work collaboratively with local and regional 
partners on areas of mutual interest. Maintain strong relationships with 
other municipalities, the county and local transportations agencies, specials 
districts, regional government agencies, local elected officials and school 
districts. 
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LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVES 

In alliance with the Florida League of Cities and municipalities across the state, the 
City of Cape Coral supports legislative efforts to strengthen and protect the rights of 
Florida citizens to govern themselves under the municipal Home Rule powers 
conferred by the Florida Constitution. 

The Florida constitution empowers citizens with the right of local self-government, or 
Home Rule. As the only form of voluntary government, Florida's municipalities are 
the embodiment of this right. A city is created by its citizens to provide additional 
functions and services for the benefit of the community. Local citizens develop a 
charter to specify the form, functions and power of their city government. The 
incorporation and city charter are approved by voters in a local referendum. 

Home Rule authorizes all governmental, corporate and proprietary powers necessary 
to conduct municipal government, perform municipal functions, and render municipal 
services. Home Rule is why no two cities are alike. City residents take pride in this 
diversity and responsibility . Strong Home Rule powers ensure that government stays 
close to the people it serves. Intrusion on Home Rule from the state or federal 
government undermines the constitutional right of citizens to govern themselves. 
(Exhibit A) 

The City of Cape Coral SUPPORTS legislation that designate resources solely for the 
unique problems facing pre-platted cities and provides property owners and local 
governments additional tools including funding with which to address challenges 
posed by antiquated subdivisions. (Exhibit B) 

The City of Cape Coral SUPPORTS legislation to improve municipalities' use of 
community redevelopment agencies to effectively carry out redevelopment and 
community revitalization including legislation that safeguards the intent and elements 
cited in Florida Statute Chapter 163.3 known as the Community Redevelopment Act 
of 1969. (Exhibit C) 

The City SUPPORTS legislation that provides protection for the public's security and 
best interest by reducing the risks associated with the requirement for local 
governments to disclose internal IP addresses located behind security firewalls in 
response to public record requests. (Exhibit D) 
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The City of Cape Coral SUPPORTS legislation that addresses water quality and 
quantity issues that affect local community's efforts to revitalize and protect Florida's 
public water supply, aquifers, surface waters, estuaries, and springs. (Exhibit E) 

These protections should , at a minimum, should include: 

Site specific testing and analyses before permitting Class V injection wells located 
within an area that has the potential to negatively impact a public water supply; and 

Any State Agency permit adopted plan that relates to environmental water quality 
and/or quantity should be recognized by other State Agencies and vice-versa; and 

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection should require all future 
domestic wastewater discharge permittees during their next permit renewal to 
develop plans with measurable goals and milestone requirements to ultimately cease 
domestic wastewater discharges to impaired surface waters of the State of Florida. 

The City of Cape Coral SUPPORTS legislation that provides a recurring source of 
funding for local government programs and projects that protect water resources; 
improves water quality and quantity; mitigates pollution from onsite wastewater 
systems, expands the use of alternative water resources and Water Management 
District cost-share programs to incentivize reservoir construction and alternative 
water supply infrastructure. 

The City of Cape Coral requests continued support for future Florida Department 
Environmental Protection (FDEP) State Revolving Fund (SRF) loans and other 
funding sources that provide local governments financial assistance for critical utility 
infrastructure that protects Florida's environment and economy. 

The City of Cape Coral SUPPORTS legislation that will allow for the collection of 
Florida Statute Chapter 175 monies in exchange for providing Fire protection to a 
Municipal Services Taxing Unit (MSTU). (Exhibit F) 

The City SUPPORTS legislation that authorizes a local option sales tax on alcoholic 
beverages in establishments licensed to sell alcoholic beverages or at special events 
held within the municipality for which 100% of the tax proceeds will be used to fund 
Public Safety expenditures in support of Economic Development, a commerce within 
the municipality. (Exhibit G) 

•!• Surface Water Reservoir Project - Supports Regional Needs (Exhibit H) 

•!• Sirenia Vista Environmental Park Phase I Utilities Extension - Supports 
Regional Needs (Exhibit I) 

•!• Mobile Command Center Vehicle - Supports Regional Needs (Exhibit J) 
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The City requests SUPPORT for the funding of various needs, especially those 
related to water quality improvement, public safety, or other quality of life issues. 

NOTE: Adoption of this document does not preclude consideration of additional Advocacy for other legislative matters that may arise in the futu re. 
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EXHIBITS 

FLORIDA 



City of Cape Coral 

EXHIBIT A 

Position: The City SUPPORTS the constitutional right to govern themselves under 
municipal Home Rule powers. The City of Cape Coral and 410 incorporated cities 
support the Florida League of Cities efforts to strengthen and protect local decision
making. The Legislature's persistent intrusion into local finances must stop, so cities 
can provide the financial stability and essential services required by its residences and 
local businesses. Floridians have had the ability to govern themselves under municipal 
Home Rule powers for nearly 50 years, and should continue to do so. This right to 
govern ourselves locally, under Municipal Home Rule powers is being increasingly 
eroded and limited by actions of the Florida Legislature. Actions of the Florida 
Legislature take power away from Florida citizens to ensure their chosen municipal 
government provides their desired level of services, offers their desired quality of life 
and otherwise meets their need in a timely and effective manner. 

Background: In Florida , local self-government is not a gift of the Legislature .... It is the 
expressed will of the people. It was added to the Florida Constitution nearly 50 years 
ago by a statewide vote of the electorate. Floridians voted to empower themselves with 
the right of local self-government, or Home Rule. As the only form of voluntary 
government, Florida's municipalities are the embodiment of this right. 

Request: 
• Let cities work to develop innovative responses to problems affecting our 

communities; and 
• Let cities work to deliver the services our citizens depend on ; and , 
• Let cities work to create an environment for economic development and 

prosperity; and , 
• Let cities work to preserve the unique qualities and address unique challenges 

(pre-platted) that make our communities special ; and, 
• Let cities work to serve and protect every resident and valued visitor. 

*The content of this exhibit was mostly provided by the Florida League of Cities; www.floridaleagueofcities.com/advocacy. 

City Manager's Office• City of Cape Coral• P.O. Box 150027 •Cape Coral , Florida 33915-
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Co-County Seat - Lee County, Florida 



The attached resolutions are scheduled 

to go before the Cape Coral City Council 

for adoption on October 16, 2017. 

FLORIDA 



RESOLUTION 183 - 17 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA, OPPOSING LEGISLATIVE 
EFFORTS TO IMPEDE THE CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT FLORIDA'S CITIZENS HAVE 
ENJOYED FOR NEARLY 50 YEARS TO GOVERN THEMSELVES UNDER MUNICIPAL 
HOME RULE POWERS; OPPOSING THE LEGISLATURE'S PERSISTENT INTRUSION 
INTO LOCAL FINANCES, WHICH ARE NECESSARY TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL 
STABILITY AND ESSENTIAL SERVICES UNIQUELY REQUIRED BY MUNICIPAL 
RESIDENTS AND LOCAL BUSINESSES; DIRECTING CITY ADMINISTRATION TO 
TRANSMIT A CERTIFIED COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE FLORIDA LEAGUE OF 
CITIES, THE LEE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION AND ANY OTHER 
INTERESTED PARTIES; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, it is the expressed will of the voters of Florida to have the right to govern 
themselves under municipal Home Rule powers; and 

WHEREAS, Floridians have possessed this constitutional right of local self-government for 
nearly 50 years; and 

WHEREAS, as the only form of voluntary government, Florida's municipalities are the 
embodiment of the Florida Constitution's right of local self-government; and 

WHEREAS, municipal Home Rule powers include all governmental, corporate and 
proprietary powers necessary to conduct municipal government, perform municipal functions .and 
render municipal services for the unique benefit of the people who live and work within a municipality; 
and 

WHEREAS, Floridians exercise their Home Rule powers by voting to incorporate and be 
governed under a municipal form of government for a variety of reasons, including increased services, 
a unique pusiness and residential environment, and greater voice in how their government is run; and 

WHEREAS, municipal citizens further exercise their Home Rule powers by voting on a 
charter that specifies the desired form, functions and powers of their municipal government; and 

WHEREAS, Floridians' constitutional right to govern themselves locally, under municipal 
Home Rule powers and pursuant to their adopted municipal charters, is being increasingly eroded and 
limited by actions of the Florida Legislature; and 

WHEREAS, these actions of the Florida Legislature take power away from Florida citizens to 
ensure their chosen municipal government provides their desired level of services, offers their desired 
quality of life and otherwise meets their needs in a timely and effective manner; and 

WHEREAS, municipalities are authorized by the Florida Constitution and by general law to 
levy ad valorem and other forms of local taxation, and are further authorized by general law and their 
Home Rule powers to impose special assessments and fees; and 

WHEREAS, municipal residents and local businesses pay local taxes, assessments and fees for 
the specific purpose of obtaining and enhancing their desired level of municipal services and amenities; 
and 

WHEREAS, intrusion from the Florida Legislature into municipal finances prohibits elected 
municipal leaders from meeting the expectations of their residents and local businesses that local 
revenues will be used as intended; and 

WHEREAS, the Florida League of Cities has included the protection of local self-government 
under municipal Home Rule powers as one of its 2018 Legislative Priorities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAPE 
CORAL, FLORIDA, THAT: 

Section 1. The above "WHEREAS" clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as being true and 
correct and are incorporated herein by this reference. 



Section 2. The CITY OF CAPE CORAL urges all members of the Florida Legislature to oppose 
legislation that limits Floridians' constitutional right to govern themselves under municipal Home Rule 
Powers. 

Section 3. The CITY OF CAPE CORAL urges all members of the Florida Legislature to oppose 
legislation that would interfere with or intrude into municipal finances. 

Section 4. The CITY OF CAPE CORAL administration is directed to transmit a certified copy 
of this Resolution to the Florida League of Cities, the Lee County legislative delegation and any other 
interested parties. 

Section 5. All Resolutions or parts of Resolutions in conflict herewith, be and the same are 
repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

Section 6. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Resolution is held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, then said holding shall in no way affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this Resolution. 

Section 7. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY. OF CAPE CORAL AT ITS REGULAR 
COUNCIL SESSION THIS DAY OF , 2017. 

VOTE OF MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS: 

SAWICKI 
BURCH 
CARIOSCIA 
STOUT 

MARNI L. SAWICKI, MAYOR 

LEON 
PULEIO 
WILLIAMS 
COSDEN 

ATTESTED TO AND FILED IN MY OFFICE THIS ___ DAY OF _____ _ 
2017. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

re< / Oppose Legislation impeding Home Rule powers 
9/22/17 

2 

REBECCA VAN DEUTEKOM 
CITY CLERK 



RESOLUTION 178 - 17 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA, SUPPORTING 
LEGISLATION THAT PRESERVES LOCAL CONTROL OF TRANSPORTATION 
PLANNING, PROVIDES FOR A MORE EQUITABLE TRANSPORTATION FUNDING 
FORMULA BETWEEN MUNICIPALITIES AND COUNTIES, AND PROVIDES FOR 
ADDITIONAL DEDICATED REVENUE OPTIONS FOR MUNICIPAL TRANSPORTATION 
INFRASTRUCTURE AND TRANSIT PROJECTS; DIRECTING CITY ADMINISTRATION 
TO TRANSMIT A CERTIFIED COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE FLORIDA LEAGUE 
OF CITIES, , THE LEE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION AND ANY OTHER 
INTERESTED PARTIES; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DA TE. 

WHEREAS, safe and efficient transportation is fundamental to the vitality, economy and 
public safety of the CITY OF CAPE CORAL as well as to the State of Florida; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Florida has 112.8 million visitors each year and more than 1,000 new 
residents each day; and 

WHEREAS, transportation congestion is a growing problem throughout the state and in the 
CITY OF CAPE CORAL; and 

WHEREAS, the state's growing population and influx of visitors causes additional wear and 
tear on existing transportation infrastructure, which contributes to a growing, recurring need for 
regular repair and replacement; and 

WHEREAS, transportation infrastructure is underfunded, which has adversely impacted the 
ability of the CITY OF CAPE CORAL to facilitate economic growth, meet businesses' distribution 
needs, encourage downtown revitalization, and accommodate future growth in population and 
visitors; and 

WHEREAS, gas tax revenues at both the state and federal levels have not kept up with 
inflation, while transportation construction costs continue to escalate; and 

WHEREAS, the continued increase in the number of fuel-efficient vehicles has resulted in 
lower gas tax revenues; and 

WHEREAS, federal, state and county governments have a variety of tools available to address 
transportation funding needs, but municipalities have very limited revenue options for funding 
transportation needs; and 

WHEREAS, while the state has authority to charge tolls on certain roadways or increase 
vehicle registration fees to help fund transportation needs, and counties have the authority to impose 
additional gas taxes or other sales surtaxes through voter referenda to address transportation funding 
needs, municipalities do not have authority to exercise these options for addressing municipal 
transportation funding needs; and 

WHEREAS, legislative action is needed to assist municipalities with funding resources for 
municipal transportation needs, including, but not limited to, low interest loans or grants from the 
state for municipal transportation projects, or a dedicated and recurring funding mechanism for 
municipal transportation infrastructure and transit projects; and 

WHEREAS, the Florida League of Cities has included municipal transportation infrastructure 
funding as one of its 2018 Legislative Priorities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAPE 
CORAL, FLORIDA, THAT: 

Section 1. The above "WHEREAS" clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as being true and 
correct and are incorporated herein by this reference. 

Section 2. The City Council of the CITY OF CAPE CORAL urges all members of the Florida 
Legislature to preserve local control of transportation planning, and further urges the Legislature to 



authorize dedicated revenue options and mechanisms for municipal transportation infrastructure and 
transit projects. 

Section 3. The CI1Y OF CAPE CORAL administration is directed to transmit a certified copy 
of this Resolution to the Florida League of Cities, the Lee County Legislative Delegation and any other 
interested parties. 

Section 4. All Resolutions or parts of Resolutions in conflict herewith, be and the same are 
repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

Section 5. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Resolution is held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, then said holding shall in no way affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this Resolution. 

Section 6. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

ADOPTED BY THE CI1Y COUNCIL OF THE CI1Y OF CAPE CORAL AT ITS REGULAR 
COUNCIL SESSION THIS DAY OF , 2017. 

VOTE OF MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS: 

SAWICKI 
BURCH 
CARIOSCIA 
STOUT 

MARNI L. SAWICKI, MAYOR 

LEON 
PULEIO 
WILLIAMS 
COSDEN 

ATTESTED TO AND FILED IN MY OFFICE THIS ___ DAY OF _____ _ 
2017. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

~~.~~~ 
CI1Y ATTORNEY 
res/ Support for local control of Transportation planning 
9/ 22/ 17 

2 

REBECCA VAN DEUTEKOM 
CI1YCLERK 



RESOLUTION 179 - 17 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA, SUPPORTING 
LEGISLATION TO PROVIDE LONG-TERM, RECURRING AND ADEQUATE STATE 
FUNDING THAT IS EQUITABLY DISTRIBUTED THROUGHOUT THE STATE, FOR 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT WATER RESOURCE AND WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECTS AND INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, PROJECTS 
THAT REDUCE NUTRIENT AND POLLUTANT LOADING FROM WASTEWATER 
SOURCES, MITIGATE STORM WATER AND FLOODING IMPACTS, AND INCREASE 
AVAILABLE WATER RESOURCES AND SUPPLIES; DIRECTING CITY 
ADMINISTRATION TO TRANSMIT A CERTIFIED COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE 
FLORIDA LEAGUE OF CITIES, THE LEE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION AND 
ANY OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DA TE. 

WHEREAS, Florida's ability to meet the water needs of its growing population, industries and 
natural environment exceeds available supply and infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, it is estimated that $48.7 billion will be needed over the next 20 years to meet 
Florida's needs for drinking water, wastewater, flood control, nutrient pollution reduction, Everglades 
restoration, and beach and inlet erosion; and 

WHEREAS, the extent and nature of the state's water and infrastructure problems vary among 
regions and locales, but include challenges associated with nutrient pollution from septic tanks, 
wastewater systems and storm water, dwindling water supplies and high costs associated with creating 
alternative water supplies, and impacts from tidal and storm flooding; and 

WHEREAS, the CITY OF CAPE CORAL's most pressing challenge is to develop and deliver 
additional sources of reuse/irrigation water supply and storage reservoirs to the Cape coral reuse/ canal 
irrigation system during the traditional dry season and during severe droughts; and 

WHEREAS, Florida's current problems and future needs are attributable to multiple sources 
and stakeholders - urban, rural, agricultural, business and industrial - and all of them have a shared 
responsibility for addressing current problems and future needs; and 

WHEREAS, Florida's local gove=ents lack adequate fiscal resources to address these needs 
alone; and 

WHEREAS, Florida lacks a dedicated, long-term, recurring source of state funding for water 
supply, water quality and associated infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, Florida's state and local gove=ents, residents, businesses and industries must 
collaborate on shared solutions that will meet Florida's water and infrastructure challenges 
comprehensively, equitably and for the long-term; and 

WHEREAS, the Florida League of Cities has included water resource and water quality 
funding as one of its 2018 Legislative Priorities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAPE 
CORAL, FLORIDA, THAT: 

Section 1. The above ''WHEREAS" clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as being true and 
correct and are incorporated herein by this reference. 

Section 2. The City Council of the CITY OF CAPE CORAL urges all members of the Florida 
Legislature to support long-t=, recurring and adequate state funding for water resource and water 
quality improvement projects and infrastructure necessary to assist Florida's local gove=ents in 
addressing current deficits and meeting future demand, and which will benefit natural systems and all 
stakeholders. 

Section 3. The CITY OF CAPE CORAL administration is directed to transmit a certified copy of 
this Resolution to the Florida League of Cities, the Lee County Legislative Delegation and any other 
interested parties. 



Section 4. All Resolutions or parts of Resolutions in conflict herewith, be and the same are repealed 
to the extent of such conflict. 

Section 5. · If any section, sentence, clause. or phrase of this Resolution is held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, then said holding shall in no way affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this Resolution. 

Section 6. Th.is Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption: 

ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAPE CORAL AT ITS REGULAR 
COUNCIL SESSION THIS DAY OF , 2017. 

VOTE OF MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS: 

SAWICKI 
BURCH 
CARIOSCIA 
STOUT 

MARNI L. SA WICK!, MAYOR 

LEON 
PULEIO 
WILLIAMS 
COSDEN 

ATTESTED TO AND FILED IN MY OFFICE THIS ___ DAY OF _____ __, 
2017. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

~w~}!~~ 
CITY ATTORNEY 
res/ Support for local water projects and infrastructure 
9/ 22/ 17 
9/ 25/ 17 

2 

REBECCA VAN DEUTEKOM 
CITY CLERK 



RESOLUTION 180-17 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA, SUPPORTING 
LEGISLATION TO REQUIRE CERTIFICATION FOR ALL RECOVERY RESIDENCES AND 
RECOVERY RESIDENCE ADMINISTRATORS TO ENSURE THAT THE VULNERABLE 
POPULATION IN RECOVERY IS PROTECTED AND THAT RECOVERY RESIDENCE 
ADMINISTRATORS HAVE THE COMPETENCIES NECESSARY TO RESPOND 
APPROPRIATELY TO THE NEEDS OF RESIDENTS; DIRECTING CITY 
ADMINISTRATION TO TRANSMIT A CERTIFIED COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE 
FLORIDA LEAGUE OF CITIES, THE LEE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION AND 
ANY OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, recovery residences, also known as "sober homes," are not required to be 
licensed under Florida law; and 

WHEREAS, recovery residences that are run safely and effectively provide peer-supported 
housing that assists recovering individuals in their quest to be drug or alcohol-free; and 

WHEREAS, recovery residences impact residential neighborhoods and, when unlicensed and 
unregulated, create health, safety and welfare hazards for both their residents and surrounding 
neighbors; and 

WHEREAS, the certification of recovery residences and recovery residence administrators 
will create a consistent standard of operation· to provide uniform and safe operation throughout the 
state; provide for accountability of the owners and administrators of these facilities; help end abuses 
that are occurring in sober homes; ensure that certain life safety standards are followed to keep 
residents safe; and promote the well-being and recovery of their residents; and 

WHEREAS, the uniform certification of recovery residences and administrators will provide 
safety to a disadvantaged group and will protect both the residents of CAPE CORAL and surrounding 
communities; and 

WHEREAS, the CITY OF CAPE CORAL determines that the certifieation of recovery 
residences and administrators would be in the best interests of and would protect the health, safety 
and welfare of its residents, both temporary and permanent; and 

WHEREAS, the Florida League of Cities has included the support of minimum certification 
standards for recovery residences and administrators as one of its 2018 Legislative Priorities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAPE 
CORAL, FLORIDA, THAT: 

Section 1. The above "WHEREAS" clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as being true and 
correct and are incorporated herein by this reference. 

Section 2. The CITY OF CAPE CORAL urges all members of the Florida Legislature to support 
nurumum certification standards for recovery residences and recovery residence administrators 
located throughout the State of Florida. 

Section 3. The CITY OF CAPE CORAL administration is directed to transmit a certified copy 
of this Resolution to the Florida League of Cities, the Lee County legislative delegation and any other 
interested parties. 

Section 4. All Resolutions or parts of Resolutions in conflict herewith, be and the same are 
repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

Section 5. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Resolution is held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, then said holding shall in no way affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this Resolution. 

Section 6. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 



ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAPE CORAL AT ITS REGULAR 
COUNCIL SESSION THIS DAY OF , 2017. 

VOTE OF MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS: 

SA WICK.I 
BURCH 
CARIOSCIA 
STOUT 

MARNI L. SA WICK.I, MAYOR 

LEON 
PULEIO 
WILLIAMS 
COSDEN 

ATTESTED TO AND FILED IN MY OFFICE THIS ___ DAY OF -----~ 
2017. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

D~=~~~ 
CITY ATTORNEY 
res/Support Certifica tion of Recovery Residences 
9/22/ 17 

2 

REBECCA VAN DEUTEKOM 
CITY CLERK 



RESOLUTION 181 - 17 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA, SUPPORTING 
LEGISLATION REFORMING THE COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES TAX IN A MANNER 
THAT IS REVENUE NEUTRAL; PROVIDING FOR A BROAD AND EQUITABLE TAX 
BASE; PROVIDING FOR ENHANCED STABILITY AND RELIABILITY AS AN 
IMPORTANT REVENUE SOURCE FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT; AND PROVIDING A 
UNIFORM METHOD FOR TAXING COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES IN FLORIDA; 
DIRECTING CITY ADMINISTRATION TO TRANSMIT A CERTIFIED COPY OF THIS 
RESOLUTION TO THE FLORIDA LEAGUE OF CITIES, THE LEE COUNTY 
LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION AND ANY OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES; PROVIDING 
FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

WHEREAS, in 2000, the Florida Legislature restructured taxes and fees on 
telecommunications, cable, cfuect-to-home satellite and related services under the Communications 
Services Tax Simplification Act (Act); and 

WHEREAS, the Act replaced and consolidated seven state and local taxes and fees into a 
single tax that has two centrally administered parts, the state and the local communications services 
tax (CST); and 

WHEREAS, the local CST is one of the main sources of locally levied general revenue for 
municipalities, providing them with more than $421 million annually; and 

WHEREAS, Florida's local governments need adequate fiscal resources to provide services 
their citizens desire; and 

WHEREAS, in the past two decades technological advancements in communications have 
been made which leave the taxation structure of communications services outdated; and ' 

WHEREAS, over the past few years, competition among communications providers and 
legislative actions have eroded the tax base for the CST; and 

WHEREAS, CST reform should promote a competitively neutral tax policy that will free 
consumers to choose a provider based on tax-neutral considerations; and 

WHEREAS, the Florida League of Cities has included communications services tax reform as 
one of its 2018 Legislative Priorities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAPE 
CORAL, FLORIDA, THAT: 

Section 1. The above "WHEREAS" clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as being true and 
correct and are incorporated herein by this reference. 

Section 2. The CITY 0 F CAPE CORAL urges all members of the Florida Legislature to support 
reforming the Communications Services Tax in a manner that is revenue neutral; provides for a broad 
and equitable tax base; provides for enhanced stability and reliability as an important revenue source 
for local government; and provides a uniform method for taxing communications services in Florida 
that will benefit all stakeholders. 

Section 3. The CITY OF CAPE CORAL Administration is cfuected to transmit a certified copy 
of this Resolution to the Florida League of Cities, the Lee County Legislative Delegation and any other 
interested parties. 

Section 4. All Resolutions or parts of Resolutions in conflict herewith, be and the same are 
repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

Section 5. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Resolution is held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, then said holding shall in no way affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this Resolution. 



Section 6. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAPE CORAL AT ITS REGULAR 
COUNCIL SESSION THIS DAY OF , 2017. 

VOTE OF MAYOR A D COUNCILMEMBERS: 

SAWICKI 
BURCH 
CARIOSCIA 
STOUT 

MARNI L. SA WICK!, MAYOR 

LEON 
PULEIO 
WILLIAMS 
COSDEN 

ATTESTED TO AND FILED IN MY OFFICE THIS ___ DAY OF -----~ 
2017. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

rct'/Supporc for Communications Services Tax Reform 
9/22/17 
10/ 3/17 

REBECCA VAN DEUTEKOM 
CITY CLERK 



RESOLUTION 182-17 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CI'IY OF CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA, URGING ALL MEMBERS OF 
THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE TO OPPOSE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD RESTRICT OR 
ELIMINATE COMMUNI'IY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCIES; DIRECTING CI'IY 
ADMINISTRATION TO TRANSMIT A CERTIFIED COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE 
FLORIDA LEAGUE OF CITIES, THE LEE COUN'IY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION AND 
ANY OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILI'IY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DA TE. 

WHEREAS, Part III of Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, allows a county or municipality to create 
a Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) to carry out redevelopment of slum or blighted areas 
when certain conditions exist; and 

WHEREAS, examples of conditions that can support the creation of a CRA include the 
presence of substandard or inadequate structures, a shortage of affordable housing, or inadequate 
infrastructure and insufficient roadways; and 

WHEREAS, CRAs are community redevelopment programs designed to eliminate slum or 
blight conditions and to enhance quality of life and business conditions for residents and business 
owners in a community redevelopment area; and 

WHEREAS, CRAs have demonstrated that the use of Tax Increment Financing dramatically 
improved the economic and social outcomes within the targeted areas; and 

WHEREAS, CRAs have proven historically to provide housing and make urban areas safer 
for residents, preserve and grow business, and provide improved, safe and clean places for all who 
live there; and 

WHEREAS, CRAs have proven historically to provide distressed communities with a better 
business environment through improved infrastructure, preservation and growth ~f businesses and 
job opportunities; and 

WHEREAS, these outcomes benefit both cities and the counties and, more importantly, their 
taxpayers; and 

WHEREAS, there are 222 active CRAs in Florida, established to encourage new investment 
and job creation in urban areas that became blighted as a result of substantial growth moving away 
from the urban core; and 

WHEREAS, municipal residents and local businesses pay local taxes and assessments in CRA 
areas for the specific purpose of obtaining and enhancing their desired level of municipal services and 
amenities; and 

WHEREAS, CRAs are funded using local taxes and do not rely on state funds; and 

WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature should be wary of attempts to restrict the use of Tax 
Increment Financing, particularly if the debate is over money and control and not about the merits of 
revitalizing blighted areas; and 

WHEREAS, it is not in the state's best interest to restrict municipalities' ability to revitalize 
and redevelop areas that are struggling the most, particularly when the state-funded Enterprise Zones 
program is being sunset and there is .an absence of alternative programs to effectively address slum 
and blighted areas in Florida. 

WHEREAS, the Florida League of Cities has included the support of CRAs as one of its 2018 
Legislative Priorities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CI'IY COUNCIL OF THE CI'IY OF CAPE 
CORAL, THAT: 

Section 1. The above "WHEREAS" clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as being true and 
correct and are incorporated herein by this reference. 



Section 2. The CI1Y OF CAPE CORAL urges all members of the Florida Legislature to oppose 
legislation that limits Part III of Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, which allows a county or municipality 
to create a Community Redevelopment Agency to carry out redevelopment of slum or blighted areas. 

Section 3. The CI1Y OF CAPE CORAL administration is directed to transmit a certified copy 
of this Resolution to the Florida League of Cities, the Lee County legislative delegation and any other 
interested· parties. 

Section 4. All Resolutions or parts of Resolutions in conflict herewith, be and the same are 
repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

Section 5. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Resolution is held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, then said holding shall in no way affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this Resolution. 

Section 6. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

ADOPTED BY THE CI1Y COUNCIL OF THE CI1Y OF CAPE CORAL AT ITS REGULAR 
COUNCIL SESSION THIS DAY OF , 2017. 

VOTE OF MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS: 

SAWICKI 
BURCH 
CARIOSCIA 
STOUT 

MARNI L. SA WICK!, MAYOR 

LEON 
PULEIO 
WILLIAMS 

'COSDEN 

ATTESTED TO AND FILED IN MY OFFICE THIS ___ DAY OF _____ ~ 
2017. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

DOLORESD. MENENDEZ 
CITY ATTORNEY 
res/Oppose legislation restricting CRAs 
9/ 22/ 17 

2 

REBECCA VAN DEUTEKOM 
CI1YCLERK 



City of Cape Coral 

EXHIBIT B 

Position: The City of Cape Coral SUPPORTS legislation that designate resources 
solely for the unique problems facing pre-platted cities and provides property owners 
and local governments additional tools including funding with which to address 
challenges posed by antiquated subdivisions. 

Purpose of Legislation: To develop dedicated resource stream(s) to assist pre
platted communities in their challenges caused by aging infrastructure. 

What are pre-platted lands? Also known as "antiquated subdivisions", pre-platted 
lands refers to subdivisions developed prior to the mid-1970's, and are characterized 
by the provision of minimal infrastructure, provision of minimal lands for commercial , 
park, and public uses, the location outside of the then-urban area, communities having 
a fragmented ownership pattern indicative of sprawl , and lack of environmental 
controls and protection. 

What are the challenges? These subdivisions were marketed to potential buyers 
throughout the world , and were developed to maximize residential sales. As a result, 
these communities were developed with inadequate and obsolete infrastructure, and 
provided few large tracts for needed commercial development, which results in a tax 
base heavily dependent on residents . Today, subdivision regulations require 
developers to provide utilities as a part of development; the costs of providing utilities 
after development has commenced , as is the case in pre-platted communities, is 
enormous. 

What will legislation accomplish? These communities are negatively affected by 
their pre-platted nature, which is extremely difficult, if not impossible to fully correct, 
given the thousands of lots located in each of the communities , and the vested rights 
held by those lots. The provision of establishing priorities for use by certain entities 
when awarding grants or financial assistance to assist these legacy communities will 
ensure that these communities will be able to mitigate the effects of these antiquated 
development patterns and provide them with a better opportunity for financial stability. 

Would the Legislation have a widespread impact? The focus of the legislation is 
narrow; for Legacy Communities only. However, these communities are located 
throughout the state, and their inability to provide necessary infrastructure for their 
residents could have an impact outside of their borders. 

City Manager's Office • City of Cape Coral • P.O. Box 150027 •Cape Coral , Florida 33915-
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FLORIDA H 0 U S E 0 F REPRESENTATIVES 

HB 1241 2017 

1 A bill to be entitled 

2 An act relating to subdivided lands ; creating s . 

3 163 . 10 , F . S .; providing findings ; providing a 

4 definition ; establishing priorities for use by certain 

5 entities when awarding grants or financial assistance 

6 under certain circumstances f o r legacy community 

7 projects and programs ; requiring a portion of 

8 specified grant funds or financial assistance to be 

9 awarded to entities who have submitted applications ; 

10 providing an exception ; providing an effective date . 

11 

12 Be It Enacted b y t h e Legislature of the State of Fl orida : 

13 

14 Section 1 . Section 163 . 10 , Florida Statutes , is created t o 

15 read : 

16 163 . 10 Legacy Communities . -

17 (1) The Legislature finds that : 

18 (a) Since the early days of the twentieth century , 

19 developers have subdivided large tracts of undeveloped and 

20 unincorporated land in the state with the vision of marketing 

21 and selling those subdivisions for small home or commercial 

22 sites . 

23 (b) The recorded plats of these subdivisions created 

24 vested rights in the purchasers before the creation and 

25 implementation of current subdivisi on , environmental , 
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F L 0 R D A H 0 U S E 0 F R E P R E S E N T A T V E S 

HB 1241 2017 

26 development , and comprehensive planning standards . 

27 (c) Legacy communities , as defined in this section , have 

28 antiquated development patterns that can create significant 

29 conflicts with current planning , infrastructure development and 

30 financing , and environmental protection laws. 

31 (d) Without assistance to mitigate the effects of these 

32 antiquated development patterns , legacy communities will remain 

33 at a financial disadvantage relative to other communities in the 

34 state , with a disproportionate burden being placed on 

35 residential ad valorem tax revenues to provide necessary 

3 6 services in t h e community . 

37 (2) For purposes of this section , the term " legacy 

38 community " means lands under a recorded plat which were 

39 registered as subdivided lands on or before July 1 , 1985 under 

40 former chapter 498 or former chapter 478 . 

41 (3) Each state agency and each public or private entity or 

42 corporation that administers a dedicated grant program or trust 

43 fund and receives legislative appropriations to fund grants or 

44 to provide financial assistance for community development or 

45 redevelopment , environmental protection or preservation , local 

46 improvements , concurrency , or management and development of real 

47 property in this state , shall award a portion of those grants or 

48 trust funds to entities that have filed an application as set 

49 forth in subsection (4) , according to the following priorities : 

50 (a) First priority shall be given to any incorporated 
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F L 0 R D A H 0 U S E 0 F R E P R E S E N T A T V E S 

HB 1241 2017 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

municipality in which any portion of its land consists of a 

legacy community , only for assistance with the following : 

1 . To fund electrical , natural gas , water , or wastewater 

utility service infrastructure projects . 

2 . To fund transportation infrastructure projects . 

3 . To construct public schools , libraries , public safety 

57 facilities , or governmental facilities . 

58 4 . To vacate or replat a previously recorded plat , or take 

59 land management actions to concentrate or aggregate lot owners 

60 in the areas of the legacy community that need updated or more 

61 efficient municipal services . 

62 5 . To acquire , d e di cat e , or set as ide porti o n s o f the 

63 legacy community to protect potable water supplies or water 

64 resources , or to create conservation easements , parks , or 

65 recreational areas in the legacy community . 

66 (b) Second priority shall be given to any special 

67 district , municipal services taxing unit , or municipal services 

68 benefit unit , any portion of which is comprised of a legacy 

69 community , only for assistance with the following : 

70 1 . To fund electrical , natural gas , water , or wastewater 

71 utility service infrastructure projects . 

72 2 . To fund transportation infrastructure projects . 

73 3 . To construct public schools , libraries , public safety 

74 facilities , or governmental facilities . 

75 4 . To vacate or replat a previously recorded plat , or take 

Page 3 of 4 

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

hb1241-00 



FLORIDA H 0 U S E 0 F REPRESENTATIVES 

HB 1241 

76 land management actions to concentrate or aggregate lot owners 

77 in the areas of the legacy community that need updated or more 

78 efficient municipal services . 

79 5 . To acquire , dedicate , or set aside portions of the 

80 legacy community to protect potable water supplies or water 

81 resources , or to create conservation easements , parks , or 

82 recreational areas in the legacy community . 

83 (c) Third priority shall be given to applicants for 

2017 

84 projects other than those identified in paragraphs (a) or (b) 

85 but only if funds remain after the priorities in paragraphs (a) 

86 and (b) have been funded . 

87 

88 The requirements of this subsection do not apply to state 

89 agencies that administer the Stan Mayfield Working Waterfronts 

90 program under s . 380 . 5105 . 

91 (4) To become eligible for funding under subsection (3) , 

92 an entity must apply to the appropriate state agency or public 

93 or private entity or corporation annually for funding for the 

94 following state fiscal year , identifying with particularity the 

95 amount of funding requested and the project or program to be 

96 funded . 

97 Section 2 . This act shall take effect July 1 , 2017 . 
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City of Cape Coral 

EXHIBIT C 

Position: The City of Cape Coral SUPPORTS legislation to improve municipalities' 
use of community redevelopment agencies to effectively carry out redevelopment and 
community revitalization in accordance with Home Rule. 

Background: There are 222 active community redevelopment agencies (CRAs) in 
Florida. They were established to encourage new investment and job creation in 
urban areas that were blighted as a result of substantial growth moving away from 
the urban core. 

Overall , the comprehensive community redevelopment plans that are created and 
implemented by CRAs are uniquely designed to address that area's specific needs for 
revitalization . Creating affordable housing is just one of the many roles that CRAs 
may play, and it should be part of a balanced economic development strategy. There 
are a variety of community, state and federal programs with the primary mission of 
providing affordable housing and CRAs consistently partner with and invest in these 
programs. The Florida Redevelopment Act, which governs CRAs, is designed to be 
adaptable to Florida's widely diverse communities . 

The tax increment used for financing projects is the difference between the amount of 
property tax revenue generated before the CRA designation and the amount of 
property tax revenue generated after the CRA designation. Monies used in financing 
CRA activities are, therefore , locally generated. CRA redevelopment plans must be 
consistent with local government comprehensive plans. This makes CRAs a 
specifically focused financing tool for redevelopment. 

This financing system is successful because it provides specific public services without 
increasing or levying any new taxes. Both residents and business owners favor this 
system because the taxes they pay on their investment are rewarded with direct 
benefits from the CRA. Also , unlike a city or county government, a CRA may utilize tax 
increment financing as a way to leverage these local public funds with private dollars 
to make redevelopment happen in public/private partnerships. This has been 
extremely successful throughout the state. 

Request: Support legislation to improve municipalities' use of community 
redevelopment agencies to effectively carry out redevelopment and community 
revitalization . 

*The content of this exhibit was mostly provided by the Florida League of Cities; www.floridaleaqueofcities.com/advocacy. 
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City of Cape Coral 

EXHIBIT D 

Position: The City SUPPORTS legislation that provides protection for the publ ic's 
security and best interest by reducing the risks associated with the requirement for local 
governments to disclose information relating to the security of the agency's 
technologies , processes, and practices designed to protect networks, computers , data 
processing software, and data from attack, damage, or unauthorized access. in 
response to public record requests . 

Purpose of Legislation: Changes in legislation may prevent threats to government 
agencies and the public's security by limiting disclosure of records that could 
compromise the confidentiality, integrity, and availability of the agency's data and 
information technology resources . 

Background: It is well known that Florida municipalities and counties are subject to 
public record requests for information that would be kept from disclosure in the private 
sector. Some of these requests may include information that is useful for hackers and 
others interested in various forms of malicious activity including phishing . The first step 
in planning a cyber attack is to implement "Footprinting" as part of the reconnaissance 
of the target. By providing global email address lists and network systems information 
as part of a public records request, the Footprinting phase is easily accomplished . 

This is the case with being required to disclose complete employee listings including 
names, titles , departments, and email addresses. This is the primary information sought 
by attackers to target employees via phishing. For instance, they will use this 
information to create sophisticated phishing campaigns targeted at finance employees 
assumed to be working with credit card information or human resources employees 
assumed to be working with social security numbers. The only remedy available to 
government agencies to counteract this kind of threat is more intensive security 
awareness training . Note that in the case of credit cards , it is the public's security that is 
being potentially compromised . 

There are recent examples of Public Record Requests that are even more intrusive 
including requests for router logs and internal IP addresses. Reference Ninth Judicial 
Circuit Case No. 2014-CA-010080 where the judge specifically asked for legislative 
clarity. 

Request: Support legislation that provides protection for the public's security and best 
interest by reducing the risks associated with the requirement for local governments to 
disclose information relating to the security of the agency's technologies, processes, 
and practices designed to protect networks, computers , data processing software, and 
data from attack, damage, or unauthorized access in response to public record 
requests . 

City Manager's Office • City of Cape Coral • P.O. Box 150027 •Cape Coral , Florida 33915-
0027 

(239) 574-0447 • Fax (239) 574-0452 • www.capecoral.gov 

Co-County Seat - Lee County, Florida 



City of Cape Coral 

EXHIBIT E 

Position: The City of Cape Coral SUPPORTS legislation that addresses water 
quality and quantity issues that affect local community efforts to revitalize and 
protect Florida's public water supply, aquifers, surface waters , estuaries and springs. 
The proposed legislation should take into consideration the following points: 

• Special protection afforded to brackish public water supply (PWS) wellfields 
that cumulatively produce more than one million gallons per day from adverse 
changes in brackish water quality from the construction and operation of 
Class V recharge or disposal wells . These protections should include but not 
limited to , site-specific test well drilling , aquifer and confinement analyses, 
and numerical groundwater transport modeling that demonstrates no adverse 
impacts to brackish water aquifers used for PWS prior to the Department 
issuing any construction permit for a Class V injection well system located 
within the one-foot drawdown contour of a PWS wellfield , as defined by an 
applicable Florida Water Management District water use permit; and 

• FDEP requiring all future domestic wastewater discharge permittees during 
their next permit renewal to develop plans with measurable goals and 
milestone requirements to ultimately cease their domestic wastewater 
discharges to impaired surface waters of the State of Florida; and 

• South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) water use permits be 
recognized by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) 
and vice-versa; and 

• Provide a recurring source of funding for local government programs and 
projects that protect water resources ; improve water quality and quantity; 
mitigate pollution from onsite waste water systems; expand the use of 
alternative water resources and Water Management District cost share 
programs to incentivize reservoir construction and alternative water supply 
infrastructure. 

Background: We are the City of Cape Coral Florida, we have one of the largest 
brackish reverse osmosis wellfields and reclaimed water systems in Southwest 
Florida. In 2015, the Florida Governmental Utility Authority (FGUA) applied for a 
permit to construct a Class V shallow injection well that had the propensity to 
contaminate our City's public water supply by increasing salinity in the Lower 
Hawthorn/Floridian Aquifer. We subsequently were able to reach an agreement to 
build a reuse interconnect pipeline and the FGUA agreed to not construct the 
shallow injection well. 
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Exhibit E - Water Quality Issues (2018) 
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The City of Cape Coral objected to two 5-year Wastewater Treatment Plant permits 
due to continued discharges into the Caloosahatchee River with no plan to cease 
these discharges to an impaired waterbody. There has been significant interest in 
our area and the Port St. Lucie area regarding steps to clean up the Caloosahatchee 
River on the west coast and the Loxahatchee River on the east coast. This is in part 
due to continued discharges from Lake Okeechobee. The City believes that the City 
of Fort Myers as one of the largest remaining wastewater dischargers should be 
required to cease unnecessary river discharges and Cape Coral supports State and 
Federal grant funding be designated to accomplish the goal of eliminating this 
significant pollution contributor. The City of Cape Coral was granted a DOAH 
Hearing to challenge the City of Fort Myers Water Use Permits that require the City 
of Fort Myers to reach 100% reclaimed water use by 2005. The SFWMD unilaterally 
removed the permit requirement via a permit modification which we challenged. 
Since this time, the City of Cape Coral placed the hearing in abeyance and City of 
Cape Coral staff have been working with City of Fort Myers staff to reach an 
agreement for the sale of reclaimed water to the City of Cape Coral. If approved , the 
City of Fort Myers can reduce/eliminate treated wastewater discharges into the 
Caloosahatchee River. 

The City is committed to working jointly with the City of Fort Myers to develop a 
mutually beneficial partnership that will assist towards the goal of eliminating 
potential pollution/contamination threats. The City of Fort Myers and City of Cape 
Coral have completed various engineering feasibility studies in support of a 
reclaimed water river crossing project. The City of Cape Coral budgeted matching 
project dollars and was successful in obtaining a grant in the amount of $790, 135 
from the State Government Appropriations Fund to complete engineering and 
permitting for a reclaimed water pipeline under the Caloosahatchee River. A partial 
list of the many water, energy and environmental conservation measures City staff 
has proactively implemented is below: 

Proactive Initiatives: 

• Cape Coral is considered a 100 percent reclaimed water use utility. 
• World class reclaimed irrigation water system that conserves billions of 

gallons annually. 
• Tiered conservation water utility rates. (ex. The more water used results in 

higher rates) . 
• Reclaimed water hydrants at each wastewater lift station that is used to clean 

and properly maintain the station. 
• Over 60,000 potable water meters installed at every potable water 

connection. 
• City's two reverse osmosis water treatment plants blend back 20% of the raw 

brackish water which boosts water recovery to 80 percent. 
• Instituted 2 day, 4 hours per week outdoor watering restrictions on irrigation 

water use 



Exhibit E - Water Quality Issues (2018) 
Page Three of Three 

• Installed low flow water fixtures at all the Utilities Department facilities . Reuse 
water is used for wash water at the wastewater plants. 

• We utilize energy saving variable frequency drives (VFD's) with our heavy
duty pumps. 

• Installed solar power supply for the remote canal water monitoring equipment. 
• We turn off pumps at the two water reclamation facilities and we only run two 

pumps at the canal pump stations during the day to maintain system pressure 
and conserve power/water. 

• We coordinate with LCEC on peak power shaving at our water and 
wastewater plants by running our generators and we save money on our 
power costs. This also allows us to exercise our generators which must be 
done on a weekly to monthly basis. 

• We installed automatic flushing hydrants that are designed to turn on and off 
automatically to keep water clean and fresh in the distribution system and 
conserves water. 

• Installed water fountain at Utilities Administration that allows for water bottle 
filling and reduces the need for disposable plastic water bottles which helps 
local landfills. 

• City offices use recycling bins for recyclable refuse and it's picked up weekly 
by special pops volunteers . 

• The Utilities Collection and Distribution Division has an aggressive water leak 
repair program. 

• In 2015, the Utilities Department began a public education and outreach 
conservation program that provides water conservation education material 
and conservation kits to our utility customers experiencing high utility bills. 

• In 2016, during Public Works Week we will be providing educational materials 
such as coloring books etc. to elementary school children to educate them on 
water conservation. 

• The City's two wastewater plants and the Southwest RO Plant utilize 
reclaimed water for landscape irrigation . 

• Many City parks use reclaimed water to irrigate the athletic fields. 
• Many Lee County schools use reclaimed water for athletic fields and 

landscape irrigation . 

Attachments 



The attached documents were proposed amendments to bills in the 2017 session . 



AMENDMENT TO HB 755 BY REPRESENTATIVE ALBRITION 

House Bill 755 grants broad rulemaking authority to DEP without limitations on the 
water quality standards or impacts to other permittees for this new classification of 
facilities . The proposed amendment is to provide minimum standards that the 
Department must include within its criteria for use in determining whether a proposed 
Class V injection well degrades an aquifer and adjacent aquifers that are used as a 
source of drinking water. This amendment protects the quality of the State's 
underground sources of drinking water and prevents degradation of the quality of the 
aquifer and adjacent aquifers to the injection zone that may be used for other purposes. 
Aquifer storage and recovery Class V wells are excluded from this more restrictive 
criterion due to the process associated with aquifer storage and recovery, which 
includes the stored water displacing the water naturally present in the aquifer and 
creating a very large bubble around the well. 

Amendment to HB 755 

Page 2, Line 45 

Delete said line and insert: 

of the state's water resources consistent with chapter 373. Except for aquifer and 
recharge wells , the criteria shall not authorize a Class V well to inject treated sanitary 
sewage wastes if there is degradation in the water quality of the aquifer and adjacent 
aquifers that may be used as a source of drinking water by increasing the salinity of or 
causing saltwater intrustion into such aquifer and the applicant for a Class V well 
requesting to inject sanitary sewage wastes must demonstrate that degradation will not 
occur to the aquifer or adjacent aquifers through, at a minimum, the use of test wells, 
groundwater modeling, and geophysical survey tests .----+Re 



AMENDMENT TO HB 755 BY REPRESENTATIVE ALBRITTON 

House Bill 755 grants broad rulemaking authority to DEP without limitations on the 
water quality standards or impacts to other permittees related to the augmentation or 
replenishment of an aquifer. The proposed amendment is to provide minimum 
standards that the Department must include within its criteria for use in determining 
whether a proposed Class V injection well degrades an aquifer and adjacent aquifers 
that may be used as a source of drinking water. This amendment protects the quality of 
the State's underground sources of drinking water and prevents degradation of the 
quality of the aquifer and adjacent aquifers to the injection zone that may be used for 
other purposes. Aquifer storage and recovery Class V wells are excluded from th is 
more restrictive criterion due to the process associated with aquifer storage and 
recovery, which includes the stored water displacing the water naturally present in the 
aquifer and creating a very large bubble around the well. 

Page 2, Line 28 

Delete said line and insert: 

ground water resources . Except for permits for potable aquifer a-Ati-recharge wells, 
permits for Class V wells to inject treated sanitary sewage wastes shall not be issued if 
there is degradation in the quality of the aquifer and adjacent aquifers that is used as a 
source of drinking water by increasing the salinity of or causing saltwater intrustion into 
such aquifer, with the determination of degradation must be demonstrated, through , at a 
minimum, the use of test wells , groundwater modeling , and geophysical survey tests . 



AMENDMENT TO HB 1357 BY REPRESENTATIVE PONDER 

This bill requires reclaimed water facilities that discharge into surface waters located 
within an area covered by a regional water supply plan to submit a plan to eliminate 
such discharges. Unfortunately, there is no penalty if the plan fails to be implemented 
nor is there a deadline for implementation . The purpose of this amendment is to restrict 
the discharge of reclaimed water and sanitary sewage being discharged into the 
Caloosahatchee River, an impaired water body, after July 1, 2022. This amendment will 
help the water quality of the Caloosahatchee River and assist with the reduction of 
harmful algae blooms (otherwise referred to as the guacamole algae) that significantly 
harm our environment and economy. 

Page 9, Line 216 

Delete said line and insert: 

to eliminate discharges of reclaimed water into surface waters and any treatment 
facilities that discharge sanitary sewage or reclaimed water disposal into the 
Caloosahatchee River, or into any river, stream, channel, canal, bay, bayou , sound , or 
other water tributary thereto, are prohibited from making such discharges after July 1, 
2022 unless in accordance with a permit allowing for emergency discharges not lasting 
more than 30 days on an annual basis 



AMENDMENT TO SB 1438 BY SENATOR BROXSON 

House Bill 755 grants broad rulemaking authority to DEP without limitations on the 
water quality standards or impacts to other permittees for this new classification of 
facilities . The proposed amendment is to provide minimum standards that the 
Department must include within its criteria for use in determining whether a proposed 
Class V injection well degrades an aquifer and adjacent aquifers that are used as a 
source of drinking water. This amendment protects the quality of the State's 
underground sources of drinking water and prevents degradation of the quality of the 
aquifer and adjacent aquifers to the injection zone that may be used for other purposes. 
Aquifer storage and recovery Class V wells are excluded from this more restrictive 
criterion due to the process associated with aquifer storage and recovery, which 
includes the stored water displacing the water naturally present in the aquifer and 
creating a very large bubble around the well. 

Amendment to SB 1438 

Page 2, Line 45 

Delete said line and insert: 

of the state's water resources consistent with chapter 373. Except for potable aquifer 
aAG-recharge wells , the criteria shall not authorize a Class V well to inject sanitary 
sewage wastes if there is degradation in the water quality of the aquifer and adjacent 
aquifers that may be used as a source of drinking water by increasing the salinity of or 
causing saltwater intrustion into such aquifer and the applicant for a Class V wel l 
requesting to inject sanitary sewage wastes must demonstrate that degradation will not 
occur to the aquifer or adjacent aquifers through , at a minimum, the use of test wells, 
groundwater modeling, and geophysical survey tests .--+fie 



AMENDMENT TO SB 1438 

Senate Bill 1438 grants broad rulemaking authority to DEP without limitations on the 
water quality standards or impacts to other permittees related to the augmentation or 
replenishment of an aquifer. The proposed amendment is to provide minimum 
standards that the Department must include within its criteria for use in determining 
whether a proposed Class V injection well degrades an aquifer and adjacent aquifers 
that are used as a source of drinking water. This amendment protects the quality of the 
State's underground sources of drinking water and prevents degradation of the quality 
of the aquifer and adjacent aquifers to the injection zone that may be used for other 
purposes. Aquifer storage and recovery Class V wells are excluded from this more 
restrictive criterion due to the process associated with aquifer storage and recovery, 
which includes the stored water displacing the water naturally present in the aquifer and 
creating a very large bubble around the well. 
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Delete said line and insert: 

ground water resources. Except for permits for potable aquifer arui-recharge wells, 
permits for Class V wells to inject sanitary sewage wastes shall not be issued if there is 
degradation in the quality of the aquifer and adjacent aquifers that is used as a source 
of drinking water by increasing the salinity of or causing saltwater intrustion into such 
aquifer, with the determination of degradation must be demonstrated, through , at a 
minimum, the use of test wells , groundwater modeling , and geophysical survey tests . 



AMENDMENT TO SB 1686 BY SENATOR SIMMONS 

Th is bill currently requires reclaimed water facilities that discharge into surface waters 
located within an area covered by a regional water supply plan to submit a plan to 
eliminate such discharges. Unfortunately, there is no penalty if the plan fails to be 
implemented nor is there a deadline for implementation . The purpose of this 
amendment is to restrict the discharge of reclaimed water and sanitary sewage being 
discharged into the Caloosahatchee River, an impaired water body, after July 1, 2022. 
This amendment will help the water quality of the Caloosahatchee River and assist with 
the reduction of harmful algae blooms (otherwise referred to as the guacamole algae) 
that significantly harm our environment and economy. 
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Delete said line and insert: 

to eliminate discharges of reclaimed water into surface waters and any facilities that 
discharge treated sanitary sewage or reclaimed water disposal into the Caloosahatchee 
River, or into any river, stream, channel, canal , bay, bayou , sound, or other water 
tributary thereto, are proh ibited from making such discharges after July 1, 2022 unless 
in accordance with a permit allowing for emergency discharges not lasting more than 30 
days on an annual basis 



City of Cape Coral 

EXHIBIT F 

Position: The City SUPPORTS legislation that corrects inequity of a municipal firefighter's 
pension plan being unable to receive the excise tax collected on the insurance premiums for 
parcels they provide service to just because the parcels are within in an unincorporated area of 
a county. 

Background: Chapter 175 implements provisions to ensure that municipal and special district 
firefighter's pension trust funds are managed , administered , operated , and funded in such a 
manner as to maximize the protection of the pension trust funds . It provides for the distribution 
of funds to municipal and special fire control district firefighters pension plans. Specifically, a 
municipal fire pension plan is eligible to receive funds collected from parcels within the 
boundaries of another municipality if they are providing services to those parcels through an 
interlocal agreement. However, funds derived from parcels in an unincorporated area not 
covered by a special fire district are retained by the State's General Fund and utilized to 
support the education reimbursements provided for with Chapter 175. 

The statute change may have an indeterminate (estimated $200K) but negative fiscal impact 
on the state General Revenue Fund and an indeterminate but positive fiscal impact on local 
government revenues. 

The Burnt Store MSTU was created in 1983 City of Cape Coral has been providing fire 
services since 1990 through an interlocal agreement. 

HB 1189 and SB 1442 (2014 Legislative Session) did not pass. However, HB 105 and SB 216 
(2015 Legislative Session) passed but vetoed . HB 105 is attached. 

Request: Amend Chapter 175 to provide that funds collected from parcels in an 
unincorporated area can be remitted to a municipal firefighters ' plan : 

o IF the parcels are designated within a Municipal Services Taxing Unit (MSTU) 
o AND an interlocal agreement exists between the municipality and county for the 

municipality to provide fire protection services to the parcels within the MSTU 
boundaries 

City Manager's Office• City of Cape Coral• P.O. Box 150027 •Cape Coral , Florida 33915-0027 
(239) 574-0447 • Fax (239) 574-0452 • www.capecoral.gov 
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ENROLLED 

CS/HB 105 2015 Legislature 

An act relating to publicly funded retirement 

programs ; amending s . 175 . 041 , F . S .; revising 

applicability of the Marvin B . Clayton Firefighters 

Pension Trust Fund Act ; providing that any 

municipality that provides fire protection services to 

a municipal services taxing unit under an interlocal 

agreement is eligible to receive property insurance 

premium taxes ; authorizing a county to enact an 

ordinance levying a tax on behalf of the muni c ipal 

services taxing unit receiving fire services ; amending 

s . 175 . 101 , F . S .; authorizing a municipal services 

taxing unit that enters into an interlocal agreement 

for fire protection services with another municipality 

to impose an excise tax on property insurance 

premiums ; amending s . 175 . 111 , F . S .; requiring 

municipal services taxing units to provide the 

Division of Retirement of the Department of Management 

Services with a certified copy of the ordinance 

assessing and imposing certain taxes ; amending ss . 

175 . 122 and 175 . 351 , F . S .; revising provisions 

relating to the limitation of disbursement to conform 

to changes made by the act ; amending s . 175 . 411 , F . S .; 

authorizing a municipal services taxing unit , under 

certain conditions , to revoke its participation and 

cease to receive property insurance premium taxes ; 
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CS/HB 105 2015 Legislatu re 

27 providing an effective date . 

28 

29 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida : 

30 

31 Section 1 . Subsection (3) of section 175 . 041 , Florida 

32 Statutes , is amended to read : 

33 175 . 041 Firefighters ' Pension Trust Fund created ; 

34 applicability of provisions.-For any municipality , special fire 

35 control district , chapter plan , local law municipality , local 

36 law special fire contro l district , or local law plan under this 

37 chapter : 

38 (3) The provisions of This chapter applies shall apply 

39 only to municipalities organized and established pursuant to the 

40 laws of the state and to special fire control districts . This 

41 chapter does , and said provisions shall not apply to the 

42 unincorporated areas of any county or counties except with 

43 respect to municipal services taxing units established in 

44 unincorporated areas for the purpose of receiving fire 

45 protection service from a municipality and special fire control 

46 districts that include unincorporated areas . This chapter also 

47 does not , nor shall the provisions hereof apply to any 

48 governmental entity whose firefighters are eligible to 

49 

50 

participate in the Florida Retirement System . 

(a) Special fire control districts that include , or 

51 consist exclusively of , unincorporated areas of one or more 

52 counties may levy and impose the tax and participate in the 
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CS/HB 105 2015 Legislature 

53 retirement programs enabled by this chapter . 

54 (b) With respect to the distribution of premium taxes , a 

55 single consolidated government consisting of a former county and 

56 one or more municipalities , consolidated pursuant to s . 3 or s . 

57 6(e) , Art . VIII of the State Constitution , is also eligible to 

58 participate under this chapter . The consolidated government 

59 shall notify the division when it has entered into an interlocal 

60 agreement to provide fire services to a municipality within its 

61 boundaries . The municipality may enact an ordinance levying the 

62 tax as provided ins . 175 . 101 . Upon being provided copies of the 

63 interlocal agreement and the municipal ordinance levying the 

64 tax , the division may distribute any premium taxes reported for 

65 the municipality to the consolidated government as long as the 

66 interlocal agreement is in effect . 

67 (c) Any municipality that has entered into an interlocal 

68 agreement to provide fire protection services to any other 

69 incorporated municipality or a municipal services taxing unit in 

70 an unincorporated area , in its entirety , for a period of 12 

71 months or more may be eligible to receive the premium taxes 

72 reported for such other municipality or municipal services 

73 taxing unit . In order to be eligible for such premium taxes , the 

74 municipality providing the fire services must notify the 

75 division that it has entered into an interlocal agreement with 

76 another municipality or a county on behalf of a municipal 

77 services taxing unit . The municipality receiving the fire 

78 services , or a county on behalf of the municipal services taxing 
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ENROLLED 

CS/HB 105 2015 Legislature 

79 unit receiving the fire services , may enact an ordinance levying 

80 the tax as provided in s . 175 . 101 . Upon being provided copies of 

81 the interlocal agreement and the municipal ordinance levying the 

82 tax , the division may distribute any premium taxes reported for 

83 the municipality or municipal services taxing unit receiving the 

84 fire services to the participating municipality providing the 

85 fire services as long as the interlocal agreement is in effect. 

86 Section 2. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 175 . 101 , 

87 Florida Statutes , are amended to read : 

88 175 . 101 State excise tax on property insurance premiums 

89 authorized ; procedure . -For any municipality , special fire 

90 control district , chapter plan , local law municipality , local 

91 law special fire control district , or local law plan under this 

92 chapter : 

93 (1) Each municipality , municipal services taxing unit , or 

94 special fire control district in this state described and 

95 classified in s . 175.041 , having a lawfully established 

96 firefighters ' pension trust fund or municipal fund or special 

97 fire control district fund , by whatever name known , providing 

98 pension benefits to firefighters as provided under this chapter , 

99 or receiving fire protection services from a municipality 

100 participating under this chapter , may assess and impose on every 

101 insurance company , corporation , or other insurer now engaged in 

102 or carrying on , or who shall hereinafter engage in or carry on , 

103 the business of property insurance as shown by the records of 

104 the Office of Insurance Regulation of the Financial Services 
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105 Commission , an excise tax in addition to any lawful license or 

106 excise tax now levied by each of the municipalities , municipal 

107 services taxing units , or special fire control districts , 

108 respectively , amounting to 1 . 85 percent of the gross amount of 

109 receipts of premiums from policyholders on all premiums 

110 collected on property insurance policies covering property 

111 within the corporate limits of such municipalities or within the 

112 legally defined boundaries of municipal services taxing units or 

113 special fire control districts , respectively . Whenever the 

114 boundaries of a special fire control district that has lawfully 

115 established a firefighters ' pension trust fund encompass a 

116 portion of the corporate territory of a municipality that has 

117 also lawfully established a firefighters ' pension trust fund , or 

118 a municipal services taxing unit receiving fire protection 

119 services from a municipality participating under this chapter , 

120 that portion of the tax receipts attributable to insurance 

121 policies covering property situated both within the municipality 

122 or municipal services taxing unit and the special fire control 

123 district shall be given to the fire service provider . For the 

124 purpose of this section , the boundaries of a special fire 

125 control district include an area that has been annexed until the 

126 completion of the 4-year period provided for ins . 171 . 093(4) , 

127 or other agreed- upon extension , or if a special fire control 

128 district is providing services under an interlocal agreement 

129 executed in accordance withs . 171 . 093(3) . The agent shall 

130 identify the fire service provider on the property owner ' s 
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131 application for insurance . Remaining revenues collected pursuant 

132 to this chapter shall be distributed to the municipality or 

133 special fire control district according to the location of the 

134 insured property . 

135 (3) This excise tax shall be payable annually on March 1 

136 of each year after the passage of an ordinance , in the case of a 

137 municipality or municipal services taxing unit , or resolution , 

138 in the case of a special fire control district , assessing and 

139 imposing the tax authorized by this section . Installments of 

140 taxes shall be paid according to the provision of s. 

141 624 . 5092 (2) (a) , (b) , and (c) . 

142 

143 This section also applies to any municipality consisting of a 

144 single consolidated government which is made up of a former 

145 county and one or more municipalities , consolidated pursuant to 

146 the authority ins . 3 ors . 6(e) , Art . VIII of the State 

147 Constitution , and to property insurance policies covering 

148 property within the boundaries of the consolidated government , 

149 regardless of whether the properties are located within one or 

150 more separately incorporated areas within the consolidated 

151 government , provided the properties are being provided fire 

152 protection services by the consolidated government . This section 

153 also applies to any municipality , as provided in s . 

154 175 . 041 ( 3) ( c) , which has entered into an inter local agreement to 

155 receive fire protection services from another municipality 

156 participating under this chapter . The excise tax may be levied 

Page 6of11 

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

hb0105-02-er 



F L 0 R D A H 0 U S E 0 F R E P R E S E N T A T V E S 

ENROLLED 
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157 on all premiums collected on property insurance policies 

158 covering property located within the corporate limits of the 

159 municipality receiving the fire protection services , but will be 

160 available for distribution to the municipality providing the 

161 fire protection services . 

162 Section 3 . Section 175 . 111 , Fl orida Statutes , is amended 

163 to read : 

164 175 . 111 Certified copy of ordinance or resolution filed ; 

165 insurance companies ' annual report of premiums ; duplicate files ; 

166 book of accounts . -For any municipality , municipal services 

167 taxing unit , special fire control district , chapter plan , local 

168 law municipa l ity , local law special fire control district , or 

169 local law plan under this chapter , whenever any municipality~ 

170 any county on behalf of a municipal services taxing unit , passes 

171 an ordinance or whenever any special fire control district 

172 passes a resolution establishing a chapter plan or local law 

173 plan assessing and imposing the taxes authorized ins . 175 . 101 , 

174 a certified copy of such ordinance or resolution shall be 

175 deposited with the division . Thereafter every insurance company , 

176 association , corporation , or other insurer carrying on the 

177 business of property insurance on real or personal property , on 

178 or before the succeeding March 1 after date of the passage of 

179 the ordinance or resolution , shall report fully in writing and 

180 under oath to the division and the Department of Revenue a just 

181 and true account of all premiums by such insurer received for 

182 property insurance policies covering or insuring any real or 
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183 personal property located within the corporate limits of each 

184 such municipality , municipal services taxing unit , or special 

185 fire control district during the period of time elapsing between 

186 the date of the passage of the ordinance or resolution and the 

187 end of the calendar year . The report shall include the code 

188 designation as prescribed by the division for each piece of 

189 insured property , real or personal , located within the corporate 

190 limits of each municipality and within the legally defined 

191 boundaries of each special fire control district and municipal 

192 services tax i ng unit . The aforesaid insurer shall annually 

193 thereafter , on March 1 , file with the Department of Revenue a 

194 similar report covering the preceding year ' s premium receipts , 

195 and every such insurer at the same time of making such reports 

196 shall pay to the Department of Revenue the amount of the tax 

197 hereinbefore mentioned . Every insurer engaged in carrying on 

198 such insurance business in the state shall keep accurate books 

199 of accounts of all such business done by it within the corporate 

200 limits of each such municipality and within the legally defined 

201 boundaries of each such special fire control district and 

202 municipal services taxing unit , and in such manner as to be able 

203 to comply with the provisions of this chapter . Based on the 

204 insurers ' reports of premium receipts , the division shall 

205 prepare a consolidated premium report and shall furnish to any 

206 municipality , municipal services taxing unit , or special fire 

207 control district requesting the same a copy of the relevant 

208 section of that report . 
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209 Section 4 . Section 175 . 122 , Florida Statutes , is amended 

210 to read : 

211 175 . 122 Limitation of disbursement . -For any municipality , 

212 municipal services taxing unit , special fire control district , 

213 chapter plan , local law municipality , local law special fire 

214 control district , or local law plan under this chapter , any 

215 municipality , municipal services taxing unit , or special fire 

216 control district participating in the firefighters ' pension 

217 trust fund pursuant to the provisions of this chapter , whether 

218 under a chapter plan or l oca l law plan , shall be limited to 

219 receiving any moneys from such fund in excess of that produced 

220 by one - half of the excise tax , as provided for ins . 175 . 101 ; 

221 however , any such municipality , municipal services taxing unit , 

222 or special fire control district receiving less than 6 percent 

223 of its fire department payroll from such fund shall be entitled 

224 to receive from such fund the amount determined under s . 

225 175 . 121 , in excess of one- half of the excise tax , not to exceed 

226 6 percent of its fire department payroll . Payroll amounts of 

227 members included in the Florida Retirement System shall not be 

228 included . 

229 Section 5 . Subsection (1) of section 175 . 351 , Florida 

230 Statutes , is amended to read : 

231 175 . 351 Municipalities , municipal services taxing units , 

232 and special fire control districts having their own pension 

233 plans for firefighters . -For any municipality , municipal services 

234 taxing unit , special fire control district , local law 
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CS/HB 105 2015 Legislature 

municipality , local law special fire control district , or local 

law plan under this chapter , in order for municipalitiesL 

munic i pal services taxing units , and special fire control 

districts with their own pension plans for firefighters , or for 

firefighters and police officers if included , to participate in 

the distribution of the tax fund established pursuant to s . 

175 . 101 , local law plans must meet the minimum benefits and 

minimum standards set forth in this chapter . 

(1) If a municipality has a pension plan for firefighters , 

or a pension plan for firefighters and police officers if 

included , which in the opinion of the division meets the minimum 

benefits and minimum standards set forth in this chapter , the 

board of trustees of the pension plan , as approved by a majority 

of firefighters of the municipality , may : 

(a) Place the income from the premium tax in s . 175 . 101 

such pension plan for the sole and exclusive use of its 

in 

251 firefighters , or for firefighters and police officers if 

252 included , where it shall become an integral part of that pension 

253 plan and shall be used to pay extra benefits to the firefighters 

254 included in that pension plan ; or 

255 (b) Place the income from the premium tax ins . 175 . 101 in 

256 a separate supplemental plan to pay extra benefits to 

257 firefighters , or to firefighters and police officers if 

258 included , participating in such separate supplemental plan . 

259 Section 6 . Section 175 . 411 , Florida Statutes , is amended 

260 to read : 
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261 175 . 411 Optional participation . -A municipality , municipal 

262 services taxing unit , or special fire control district may 

263 revoke its participation under this chapter by rescinding the 

264 legislative act , ordinance , or resolution which assesses and 

265 imposes the taxes authorized ins . 175 . 101 , and by furnishing a 

266 certified copy of such legislative act , ordinance , or resolution 

267 to the division . Thereafter , the municipality , municipal 

268 services taxing unit , or special fire control district shall be 

269 prohibited from participating under this chapter , and shall not 

270 be eligible for future premium tax moneys . Premium tax moneys 

271 previously received shall continue to be used for the sole and 

272 exclusive benefit of firefighters , or firefighters and police 

273 officers where included , and no amendment , legislative act , 

274 ordinance , or resolution shall be adopted which shall have the 

275 effect of reducing the then- vested accrued benefits of the 

276 firefighters , retirees , or their beneficiaries . The 

277 municipality , municipal services taxing unit , or special fire 

278 control district shall continue to furnish an annual report to 

279 the division as provided ins . 175 . 261 . If the municipality~ 

280 municipal services taxing unit , or special fire control district 

281 subsequently terminates the defined benefit plan , they shall do 

282 so in compliance with the provisions of s . 175 . 361 . 

283 Section 7 . This act shall take effect July 1 , 2015 . 
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City of Cape Coral 

EXHIBIT G 

Position: The City SUPPORTS legislation that authorizes a local option sales tax on 
alcoholic beverages in establishments licensed to sell alcoholic beverages or at 
special events held within the municipality for which 100% of the tax proceeds will be 
used to fund Public Safety expenditures in support of Economic Development a 
commerce within the municipality. 

Purpose of Legislation: City's often engage in economic development and cultural 
activities that add to the economic base with the State of Florida. Certain activities 
increase the need for Public Safety Personnel and Capital. Tax proceeds generated 
at establishments within the municipality or by these special events are distributed 
amongst the county using distribution formulas . Yet, the hosting municipality must 
provide for the safety and security of the public enjoying such activities. Th is 
proposal will allow for an end-user sin tax to support the increased public safety 
aspect generated by such economic activity. 

Background: Florida State Statutes currently allows Miami-Dade County to levy 2% 
on the sale of food , beverages, or alcoholic beverages in hotels and motels. The 
same statute also allows a 1 % levy on the sale of food , beverages, or alcoholic 
beverages in establishments licensed to sell alcohol. Funds generated from these 
taxes are used to fund homeless shelters and domestic violence centers. Therefore, 
there is precedent for local option sales tax to fund certain public programs. 

Proposed Legislation: Local Option Sales Tax on Alcohol proposed statutory 
language: 212.0307 Local Option beverage tax; procedure for levying ; authorized 
uses. 

• Any pre-platted municipality with a population greater than 150,000 may 
impose the following additional taxes, by ordinance adopted by a majority 
vote of the governing body: 

o At the rate of 1 percent on the sale of alcoholic beverages in 
establishments that are licensed by the state to sell alcoholic beverages 
for consumption on the premises; however, the tax shall not apply to any 
alcoholic beverage sold by the package for off-premises consumption 

o At the rate of 1 percent on the sale of alcoholic beverages sold at 
special events held within the municipality by an entity licensed to sell 
alcoholic beverages for consumption at the special event. 

City Manager's Office• City of Cape Coral• P.O. Box 150027 •Cape Coral , Florida 33915-
0027 
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Exhibit G - Local Option Sales Tax 
Page Two of Two 

• Proceeds from the taxes in paragraph one shall be made available for funding 
public safety expenditures within the municipality. In addition, the proceeds of 
the tax and the interest accrued on those proceeds may be used as collateral , 
pledged , or hypothecated for public safety capital improvement projects 
authorized by this paragraph , including bonds issued in connection therewith . 

• A certified copy of the ordinance that authorizes the imposition of a tax 
authorized by this section shall be furnished by the municipality to the 
Department of Revenue within 10 days after the adoption of the ordinance. 

• A tax authorized by this section may take effect on the first day of any month , 
but may not take effect until at least 60 days after the adoption of the 
ordinance levying the tax. 



City of Cape Coral 

EXHIBIT H 

Position: The City SUPPORTS funding to construct a reservoir project that will benefit 
the Charlotte Harbor Flatwoods Initiative area, reduce flooding in the Cecil Webb WMA, 
provide for better water conveyance to the Yucca Pens area, improve freshwater 
discharges to the estuary and provide additional water resources to the City of Cape 
Coral. 

Purpose of Request for Local Funding: Regionally, we should all be working together 
to identify storage opportunities to the east, west, south and the north of Lake 
Okeechobee. Expediting local projects will increase the number of opportunities for 
long-term water quantity and water quality solutions. On-going coordinated actions 
moving us towards improved water quality are happening frequently and at all levels 
across the state. The City's position and ability to take the lead in the use and 
development of reservoir(s) that support the regions goals is a priority for our 
community and we hope one supported by our Legislative Delegation and other 
partnering agencies. 

Background: The Charlotte Flatwoods Initiative identified a flow way that could be used 
to store additional water from the Bond Farm Reservoir. The flow way would allow 
water to be channeled to the Yucca Pens WMA and to Cape Coral canals during the dry 
season. The City completed a Basis of Design engineering study that identifies the 
phases and costs involved with the construction of this large project. A demonstration 
project was successfully completed earlier this year. The Basis of Design Report 
completed by the Tetra Tech Engineering Firm is available upon request. 

Funding Request: The local funding request of $1, 155,000 is for the engineering , 
design and permitting for the construction of a pipeline that will run from the reservoir 
along US-41 to pump the reservoir water into Gator Slough. The City will be providing 
an equal match for the 1st phase of this larger project. 
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City of Cape Coral 

EXHIBIT I 

Position: The City SUPPORTS funding in the amount of $175 ,000 for Phase I of our 
multi-phase project to construct an Environmental Center at our Sirenia Vista Park. 
Phase I includes the extension of water, sewer and irrigation utilities to the project site. 
Funding for future phases of the project will be sought through state funding 
opportunities that are a good fit for this project that supports regional tourism efforts, 
educational opportunities and environmental elements. 

Purpose of Funding Request: The local funding request of $175,000 includes the 
extension of water, sewer and irrigation utilities from Ceitus Parkway (near the merging 
point to Old Burnt Store Road) to the Southern point of Sirenia Vista Park. These costs 
include pipe, valves , manholes, services and restoration of existing walking paths to 
their original state. Pavement/sidewalk restoration is not included in this price. 

Background: City of Cape Coral requested funding for design of, and related site work 
for the Sirenia Vista Environmental Center which was supported by Legislators for the 
beneficial impacts to our region . It was vetoed by the Governor. 

During the 2017 legislative session , a request for funding for the necessary water, 
sewer, and irrigation utilities (Phase I) for Sirer\ia Vista Park. It was again vetoed by the 
Governor. 

For 2018 legislative session , a request for funding Phase II of the project which will be 
for the design of the Environmental Center, improved parking lot and site work. In the 
following year the City will request grant funding for Phase Ill to construct the 
Environmental Center. 

Description of Project upon Completion of Phases I, II , and Ill: 

• Sirenia Vista Park is an 8.4-acre environmental park located in Northwest Cape 
Coral where you can view manatees year-round , especially in the cooler winter 
months, as well as see a variety of native birds and other wildlife that call the 
park home. 

• Park visitors can also kayak or canoe through a nearby mangrove forest, fish 
from an ADA accessible fishing pad , have a picnic overlooking the water, walk 
their dogs while taking in fantastic scenery and generally enjoy nature at its 
finest. 

• The City has worked with Lee County Tourist Development Council for shoreline 
improvements and creating an observation areas for the manatees. 

• Once the environmental center is complete, the environmental center will include 
classes for all ages, educating them on environmental issues and more 
specifically, manatees. 

• Target population : Tourists , residents of Cape Coral and Lee County, and visitors 
from Florida and the surrounding counties of Charlotte and Collier. 
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City of Cape Coral 

EXHIBIT J 

REQUEST 
The City of Cape Coral REQUESTS support to fund necessary improvements to the 
Mobile Command Center Vehicle (MCCV) in order to make it fully operational. The 
current electronics are outdated and obsolete, preventing communication with other 
agencies in and outside the City. 

BACKGROUND 
The MCCV is a multipurpose vehicle that is to be used for large community events, 
man-made and natural disasters, acts of terror, and any other situation that arises that 
calls for the MCCV to be used. Outfitting the MCCV with digital capabilities and new 
technologies will allow the Police Department to utilize it as a fully functiona l mobile 
station. Personnel will not only be able to communicate with and work alongside, 
internal City Departments, they will be able to do so with other entities that include, but 
are not limited to : the Emergency Operation Center, fire , aviation , marine and bordering 
law enforcement agencies. It will allow the Department to deploy the MCCV to prepare 
for and respond to a wide variety of emergencies both locally, regionally and if the 
circumstances warranted it, on a state level. The total cost of this project is $200,000. 
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